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An Post’s Gift Voucher Shop partners with
“The Soul of Haiti Foundation”

GVS provides a means for the public to support the emergency relief works in Haiti.

People throughout Ireland can donate directly to The Soul of Haiti Foundation by calling into their local Post Office and buying a “Soul of Haiti Gift Voucher”. 100% of all funds raised including transaction fees will be given to The Soul of Haiti Foundation. 

The Gift Voucher Shop (GVS) has been closely associated with The Soul of Haiti Foundation which was established following a visit by a group of Irish Entrepreneurs to Haiti back in 2007 including Gift Voucher Shop CEO, Michael Dawson. 

The Soul of Haiti Foundation (www.soulofhaiti.ie) has in the past placed a greater emphasis on the development of long term projects that can make a lasting difference to the people of Haiti such as the recent rebuilding of an orphanage in the south of Haiti and an ever expanding programme of opportunities that create sustainable employment. During this emergency period The Soul of Haiti Foundation is working closely with both Goal and Concern Worldwide who are better positioned and have the expertise to deal with this type of an emergency. 

Specifically, the foundation is supporting the Concern Worldwide initiative around the Medical Response, getting supplies and services working again. It is also supporting Goal’s provision of Emergency Accommodation in conjunction with Haven. Goal is also distributing emergency non-food items including water containers, blankets, emergency shelter items such as plastic sheeting and water purification tablets. 

Speaking at the launch today, CEO of An Post’s Gift Voucher Shop Michael Dawson urged people to dig deep and give what they can, “The reports we have been receiving from our people on the ground in Port au Prince are that this is one time when even the pictures we are seeing cannot describe what is unfolding each hour of each day. The Post Office network is just one of the many ways people can support this disaster relief work and I appeal to anyone who can, to drop in to their local Post Office and donate.”

The Gift Voucher Shop has designated The Soul of Haiti Foundation as the organisation through which donations it raises will be channeled. The Gift Voucher Shop is also waiving all its fees and charges for these donations. This will ensure that 100 per cent of the value of the Soul of Haiti Gift Voucher and transaction fee will be donated to this fund.

People wishing to buy a Soul of Haiti Gift Voucher may do so at any Post Office or directly from www.one4all.ie  

ENDS


Notes to the editor :

About The Gift Voucher Shop:

The Gift Voucher Shop (GVS) was established in 2002 and is the company behind the One4all brand. Their vision is to provide the ultimate choice, convenience and flexibility in gifting. They are now Ireland’s leading supplier of gift cards and gift vouchers in the public and corporate markets. In Ireland their sales channels extend across the Post Office network, their corporate sales team, the PostPoint network including Topaz outlets, www.one4all.ie and their call centre. 

Bringing together the most comprehensive portfolio of shops and services, GVS has been responsible for the transformation of the gift voucher and gift card business in Ireland. They are the creators of the market leading nationwide multi-store gift card and gift voucher, the One4all. Their competitive advantage is rooted in the One4all, their range of retail partners, their corporate client portfolio and the nationwide extensive sales channel of the Post Office, a unique national distribution capability unmatched in the gift card and voucher market. 

GVS have over 950 of Ireland’s shops and services with 4,500 outlets nationwide, including Marks and Spencer, Arnotts, Argos, Brown Thomas, Champion Sports, Debenhams, Easons, HMV and Byrnes World of Wonder.

Over 50% of GVS’s business is now generated by its highly effective corporate sale division, working with clients of all sizes in the provision of trade marketing, loyalty programmes, employee incentives and software solutions for the management of employee BIK allowances and points-based reward schemes. 


About The Soul of Haiti Foundation:

The Soul of Haiti Foundation was born out of a challenge set to the Finalists in the Ernst & Young Irish Entrepreneur of the Year Award to exercise their strategic expertise to help improve selected communities in Haiti’s economic and social circumstances in a practical, sustainable manner. 
 In June 2007 and 2008, over 70 entrepreneurs and business leaders from Ireland travelled to Haiti and we now have 8 projects in the country. Agricultural business activity forms the nucleus of our initiative, but we are also involved in some humanitarian initiatives that can be implemented using our professional business and project management skills.
The principle aims of the foundation are to: 

· To empower communities to create their own success through their relationship with a community of Irish entrepreneurs.
· To build enterprises, while engaging in humanitarian initiatives as they are encountered at our project sites 
· Take a ‘whole-community’ approach in a limited number of prioritised locations, to address a number of issues. A plan for each prioritised location will include both a number of Soul of Haiti projects and the co-ordinated effort of identified ‘partner’ organisations
· Successfully leveraging our entrepreneurial/business skills and our ability to organise
· Use our political and media connections in Ireland, UK and Europe, to play a role to put Haiti ‘on the map’.
Our over-arching objective is to make a meaningful impact on the lives of the people we have encountered on our visits to Haiti. The Irish entrepreneurs, members of the Soul of Haiti Foundation, have made a real commitment to use our business skills and resources to realise that aim. The potential role of the Private Sector in providing a part of the solution for countries such as Haiti is a powerful one, by working closely with the local community and with other interested organizations.
The Soul of Haiti Foundation can become an example of a successful engagement by private business to make a positive social impact.
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